
Government Contracts

Getting Past Square 1



Government Contracts

So you Google federal 
business opportunities, end up 
at FedBizOpps.gov and you 
find a good contract that gets 
your attention.  

How do you get to the point 

where you can bid?



Government Contracts

• Step 1: Register with CCR and ORCA

• Step 2: Register with DIBBS and FBO

• Useful Resources:VetBiz, SBA, B2GConnect

• Additional Information:HUBZone Program, 
SBIR/STTR Programs

• Additional Resources:  DSCC



What is CCR?

• CCR is the primary registrant database for the U.S. 
Federal Government. CCR collects, validates, stores 
and disseminates data in support of agency acquisition 
missions.

• Registration in CCR is required to bid on Federal 
Government contracts.  

CCR (Central Contractor Registration) 



Before Registering with CCR

• DUNS Number
• Tax Identification Number (TIN)
• Statistical Information on your Business

– Average Number of Employees
– Average Annual Receipts

• Point of Contact (POC) information for at least one person.  
• Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) Information for payment of invoices.
• North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Code
• Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Code
• Product Services Code (PSC) or Federal Supply Class (FSC) 

You Will Need: 



Before Registering with CCR: Getting a DUNS Number

• Go to www.dnb.com/us/
• Click on D&B D-U-N-S Number



• Click Next to begin the process of getting a DUNS Number

Before Registering with CCR: Getting a DUNS Number



• NAICS stands for North American Industry Classification System
• NAICS Code is a 6 digit code that identifies what type of activity (e.g. 

Agriculture, Mining, Construction, Manufacturing, etc.) your business 
performs as well as the type of product or service you offer.

• Multiple NAICS Codes may apply to particular businesses. 
• CCR allows 1000 maximum

What is the NAICS Code?

Before Registering with CCR: Getting NAICS Code(s)



• Go to http://www.census.gov/cgi-bin/sssd/naics/naicsrch?chart=2007
• Select the appropriate industry segment.

Before Registering with CCR: Getting NAICS Code(s)



• Scroll down and record the appropriate 6 digit codes.
• Select the codes for a more detailed description.  

Before Registering with CCR: Getting NAICS Code(s)



• SIC stands for Standard Industry Classification
• SIC Code is a 4 digit code that identifies what type of activity (e.g. 

Agriculture, Mining, Construction, Manufacturing, etc.) your business 
performs as well as the type of product or service you offer.

• Multiple SIC Codes may apply to particular businesses. 
• CCR allows 20 maximum.

What is the SIC Code?

Before Registering with CCR: Getting SIC Code(s)



• Go to http://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/sic_manual.html
• Select the appropriate Division or Major Group

Before Registering with CCR: Getting SIC Code(s)



• Scroll down and record the appropriate 4 digit codes.
• Select the descriptions for a more detailed description.  

Before Registering with CCR: Getting SIC Code(s)



• PSC stands for Product Service Code
• PSCs are 4 digit alphanumeric codes used to identify the Services

your company supplies to the government and are similar to Standard 
Industrial Classification (SIC) codes.

• Multiple Product Service Codes may apply to particular businesses. 
• CCR allows 10 maximum.
• Optional

What is a PSC?

Before Registering with CCR: Getting PSC(s)



• Go to www.fpds-ng.com/downloads/psc_data_10242006.xls
• Scroll through the excel sheet to find the appropriate PSCs

Before Registering with CCR: Getting PSC(s)



• FSC stands for Federal Supply Classification
• FSCs are 4 digit alphanumeric codes used to identify the Products 

your company supplies to the government and are similar to Standard 
Industrial Classification (SIC) codes.

• Multiple Federal Supply Classifications may apply to particular 
businesses. 

• CCR allows 10 maximum.
• Optional 

What is an FSC?

Before Registering with CCR: Getting FSC(s)



• Go to http://www.dlis.dla.mil/h2/
• Type keywords into the Word Search box to find appropriate FSCs
• Example: for an auto parts maker, keywords might be “repair”, 

“automobile”, and “components”

Before Registering with CCR: Getting FSC(s)



• Go to www.ccr.gov
• Click on Start New Registration

Registering with CCR



• Fill in the Information
• Click on Continue Registration
• Wash, Rinse, Repeat

Registering with CCR



What is ORCA?

• ORCA is the primary certification database for the U.S. 
Federal Government. ORCA collects, validates, stores 
and disseminates data for contract requirements in 
support of agency acquisition missions.

• Registration in ORCA is required to bid on federal 
government contracts. 

• CCR is for Registration, ORCA is for Eligibility.  

Online Representation and Certifications Application



• A printout of your CCR registration.  
– It has nearly all of the required information for ORCA 

and many of the other government websites.  It makes 
an excellent reference sheet.  

• A copy of FAR, Federal Acquisitions Regulations 
(recommended)
– https://www.acquisition.gov/far/

You Will Need: 

Before Registering with ORCA



• Go to https://orca.bpn.gov/
• Fill in your DUNS number, MPIN and click Login to ORCA

Registering with ORCA



• ORCA will ask many of the same questions as CCR initially, but 
will also ask legal questions common to most government contracts. 
(EPA, OSHA, EEO, etc)

• Questions will cover topics such as:
– Toxic Chemicals 
– Material Sources
– Exported Products
– Labor Practices
– Business Affiliations (Parent Companies, Subcontractors)

Registering with ORCA



What is DIBBS?

• https://www.dibbs.bsm.dla.mil/
• Urbandictionary.com defines “dibbs” as: A claim 

expressing priority over an object. Similar to the 
equally definite process of calling something.

• Military solicitations, Technical Data Packages (TDP) 
and Drawings are posted on this website.  

• Many of the Solicitations on the FedBizOpps website 
lead to DIBBS.  

• Requires a file viewer capable of viewing .C4 and 
CALS RASTER file formats to view TDPs.

DLA Internet Bid Board System



• Go to https://www.dibbs.bsm.dla.mil/
• Click on Vendor Registration

Registering with DIBBS



• Enter your CAGE code 
• Follow Your Nose

Registering with DIBBS



What is FedBizOpps?

• FedBizOpps is a comprehensive listing of all 
government procurement opportunities expected to 
exceed $25,000. Federal agencies use this site to 
communicate their buying requirements to potential 
suppliers.  

• To bid on opportunities on FedBizOpps, you must be 
registered in CCR and ORCA.  Also since many 
contracts come from the military, you must be 
registered in DIBBS as well.  

Federal Business Opportunities



• To be registered in CCR and ORCA.  

• A printout of your CCR registration.  

You Will Need: 

Before Registering with FedBizOpps



• Go to www.fbo.gov 
• Click on Vendor Registration

Registering with FedBizOpps



• Type in the your DUNS number and proceed.

Registering with FedBizOpps



What is VetBiz?

• VetBiz is a database of verified Veteran Owned Small 
Businesses verified by the VA

• Purpose:
– Provide veteran owned Small Businesses with a way 

to market to all Federal Agencies.  
– Provide Federal Agencies and Private Businesses a 

resource to meet contracting requirements and goals.  

VetBiz Vendor Information Pages 



• Go to www.vip.vetbiz.gov
• Click on Vendor Registration

Registering with VetBiz



Checking your Qualification

Registering with VetBiz

To Qualify you Must:
• Be a Veteran or    

Service-disabled 
Veteran.

• Own 51% of the 
business.

• Be a small business as 
defined by the SBA.



• Begin Registration

Registering with VetBiz



• After Registration, to complete the Veteran Owned Verification, 
the Owner will need to complete an E-Signature Process.

Registering with VetBiz



www.sba.gov
Resource for:
• Small Business Size Standards
• Other sources of contracts
• Regulations and Requirements
• Information and instructions 

for small business 
development programs
– HUBzone

– 8(a) Business Development 
Program

– Small Business Innovative 
Research (SBIR)

– Small Business Technology 
Transfer (STTR)

Resources: Small Business Administration (SBA)



www.wispro.org

Resources: B2Gconnect

WI Version of SBA Website
Resource for:
• Regulations and Requirements
• Sources of contracts
• Instructions on how to become 

a Government contractor
• Information and instructions 

for small business 
development programs
– HUBzone
– 8(a) Business 

Development Program
• Also a resource for finding: 

Instructional Seminars and   
Small Business Conventions



Qualifications:

HUBZone Program

To Qualify you Must:
• Be a Small Business
• Be in a HUBZone

– HUBZone Locator: 
http://map.sba.gov/hubzone/init.asp

• Be owned and controlled 51% by U.S. 
citizens

• Have 35% of employees residing in a 
HUBZone



Benefits:

HUBZone Program

4 Types of HUBZone Contract:

• Competitive: Contracts can be set-aside for HUBZone competition when the 
contracting officer has a reasonable expectation that at least two qualified 
HUBZone small business concerns (SBCs) will submit offers and that the 
contract will be awarded at a fair market price.

• Sole source: HUBZone contracts can be awarded if the contracting officer 
determines that:
– only one qualified HUBZone SBC is responsible to perform the contract, 

– two or more qualified HUBZone SBCs are not likely to submit offers and 

– the anticipated award price of the proposed contract, including options, will 
not exceed 5 million for a requirement within the North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS) code for manufacturing or $3 million for a 
requirement within all other NAICS codes. 

• Full and Open: competitive contracts can be awarded with a price evaluation 
preference. The offer of the HUBZone small business must not be 10 percent 
higher than the offer of a non-small business.

• Subcontracting: All subcontracting plans for large business Federal contractors 
must include a HUBZone subcontracting goal.



Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR):

SBIR/STTR Programs

SBIR: helps small businesses to explore their technological potential by providing 
incentives for them to commercialize new ideas. The program funds the critical 
start-up and development stages of the small business and encourages the 
commercialization of the technology, product, or service it develops. Eleven 
Federal departments participate in the SBIR program, which has helped 
thousands of small businesses to compete for Federal research and 
development awards since its establishment in 1982.

Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR):

STTR: program encourages joint venture opportunities between small businesses 
and the nation's premier nonprofit research institutions by reserving a specific 
percentage of Federal R&D funding for these public/private sector partnerships. 
Five departments participate in the STTR program.



http://www.dscc.dla.mil/

Additional Resources: DSCC

Similar to DIBBS
Resource for:
• Regulations and Requirements
• Sources of contracts
• Instructions on how to become 

a Government contractor
• Information and instructions 

for small business 
development programs
– HUBzone
– 8(a) Business 

Development Program
• Also a resource for finding: 

Instructional Seminars


